
 

 

Supreme Court of Kentucky  

  

ORDER   

  

IN RE:  APPROVAL OF TEMPORARY LOCAL PROTOCOL  

FOR JEFFERSON DISTRICT COURT 

  

  The Chief Judge of the Jefferson District Court has requested review and 

approval of a temporary local protocol relating to the reopening of the Jefferson 

District Court during the COVID pandemic. Because of ongoing staffing issues 

among court offices and justice partners, and in a continued effort to protect 

the health and safety of court employees, elected officials and the public, the 

Jefferson District Court has engaged in a deliberate and measured reopening 

process that utilizes a mixture of remote, in-person, and hybrid proceedings.  

 

   The ongoing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic has created a need for 

flexibility within our court system, particularly in the Commonwealth’s most 

populous county. This includes the need to implement temporary local 

protocols that deviate from existing local rules and the process for adopting 

new local rules under Supreme Court Rule (SCR) 1.040(3)(a).  

 

   Accordingly, the Chief Justice hereby grants a limited exception to SCR 

1.040(3)(a) for the purpose of approving temporary local protocols for the 

operation of the Jefferson District Court during the COVID-19 pandemic. Any 

temporary local protocol entered under this exception must be approved by a 

majority of the Jefferson District Court judges, submitted to the Chief Justice 

for approval prior to becoming effective, and made available to the public and 

the bar upon entry.  

 

   The Chief Justice further orders that the Amended Order to Establish 

Temporary Protocol for Reopening Jefferson District Court During the COVID 

Pandemic, which was signed and entered by Chief District Judge Annette 

Karem on December 15, 2021, is hereby approved.   

 

   Entered this 15th day of December 2021.     

 

 

 

 

___________________________________   

CHIEF JUSTICE    
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